
PEACE  ENGLISH –Australia, Canada, England, USA.
AMAN URDU –Pakistan, India.
AMNIAT PASHTO –Afghanistan, Pakistan.
SALAM ARABIC –spoken by almost 200 million people in more than

22 countries, from Morocco to Iraq, and as far south as Somalia
and the Sudan. Also by Palestinians in West Bank and Gaza.

HE PING MANDARIN –China, particularly the northern, central and
western regions, and Taiwan.

UXOLO  XHOSA –South Africa.
SHANTI HINDI –one of the 15 “national languages” of India, a coun-

try with 1,683 “mother tongues” and 850 languages in daily use.
AMANI SWAHILI –Kenya, Uganda,Tanzania, other countries of east

and southern Africa.
DAMAI INDONESIAN –the approximate 6,000 inhabited islands of the

Indonesian archipelago which straddles the Equator between the
Indian and Pacific oceans.

PACE ITALIAN –Italy.
AMAITHI TAMIL –southern India, Sri Lanka, South Africa, Malaysia,

Singapore.
SAQ UIGHUR –central Asia, including China (the Xinjiang Uighur

Autonomous Region),Turkestan and Uzbekistan.
BAKÉ BASQUE (Euskara is the name of the language) –border

provinces between France and Spain.
SIPALA  HAWAIIAN –the speaking and teaching of Hawaiian was sup-

pressed from the late 19th through most of the 20th century.
In 1978, Hawaiian was made an official language of the state of
Hawaii; by 1987, public schools were again allowed to teach the
language.

SULH DARI –along with Pashto, one of the two official languages of
Afghanistan. About 1/3 of the population speaks Dari and it
serves as the means of communication between speakers of dif-
ferent languages.

PAKE ALBANIAN –is spoken by about 6,400,000 inhabitants of the
eastern Adriatic coast in Albania, and the former Yugoslavia, prin-
cipally in Kosova and Macedonia. There are perhaps 300,000
more speakers in isolated villages in S. Italy.

MUSANGO DUALA (DHUWAL) –one of more than 200 Australian
indigenous languages, most of which have been destroyed or live
only in the memories of the elderly.

RUKUN JAVANESE –first language for more than 75.5 million people
mostly from Indonesia.

PAIX FRENCH –principal spoken language in Belgium, Benin, Burkina-
Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic,
Chad, Comoros, Congo, Djibouti, France, Gabon, Guinea, Haiti,
Ivory Coast plus the Canadian province of Quebec.

PACI MALTESE –closest languages are Maghrebi Arabic, Syrian,
Lebanese and Palestinian; the only Semitic language which is
written in the Roman alphabet.

ETSOAOANOLAO MAYAN LANGUAGE FAMILY –includes many languages
that are spoken in Mexico, Guatemala and Belize by 1.5 million
Mayan speakers.

HEIWA JAPANESE –Japan; a language of uncertain origin, believed to
be linked to both Altaic languages (Turkish, Mongolian, etc.) and
also Austronesian languages like Polynesian. Although the
Japanese language uses Chinese characters as one of its writing
systems, Chinese is a completely different language whose pro-
nunciation and grammar are completely different and cannot be
understood by a Japanese person unless they have studied it.

FRED DANISH –Denmark, Greenland, Iceland and the Faroe Islands.
SIDI TIBETAN –Tibet, Bhutan, Nepal and parts of northern India. It is

written in a script based on the writing system of the ancient
Sanskrit language of India.

JAM FULA –throughout west Africa. Most speakers are found within
a band running from Senegal to northern Cameroon, including
also the countries of Mauritania, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea Bissau,
Mali, Burkino Faso, northern Benin, Nigeria, Niger and Chad.

HASÎTÎ  KURDISH –Turkey, Syria and the countries of the former
Soviet Union, as well as Iraq and Iran. It is most closely related
to the various dialets of Persian, to Pashto spoken in Afghanistan
and Pakistan, and to Baluchi spoken in Pakistan.

PAN CATALAN –a large area in eastern Spain, Andorra, the south of
France, and Majorca.

NIMUHORE RUANDAN –a Bantu language spoken in Rwanda,
Tanzania, Uganda and Zaire.

MIRE RUSSIAN –predominant language within the borders of the
Russian Federation, with an estimated 25 million additional
speakers living outside its borders in its newly independent
neighbors. In some countries, such as Armenia, ethnic Russians
constitute less than 1% of population, while in others, such as
Kazakhstan, Russian speakers number 40%.

POKÓJ POLISH –Poland, with many speakers also in the US, the
Ukraine and other former republics of the Soviet Union.

PAZ SPANISH –language of Spain, Mexico and all Latin America except
Brazil with 250 million speakers worldwide.

HOA BINH VIETNAMESE –Viet Nam and about 2 million Vietnamese 
living overseas.

KAPAYAPAAN TAGALOG –national language of the Philippines.
TUTKIUM  INUIT –known as the Eastern Eskimo language. It is spo-

ken in northern Alaska, Canada and Greenland.
SHALOM HEBREW –official language of Israel. However it is 

primarily used for religious and ceremonial rather than common
language purposes.

NIRUDHO PALI –ancient language of India from the Indo-Aryan
group. The earliest of the Buddhist literature is in Pali.

SKAÑNOÑH ONONDAGAN –spoken language of one of 5 indige-
nous nations that formed Iroquois Confederacy (Haudenosaunee)
in what is now called New York State in USA.

* In these languages Peace is shown in its written form and
transliterated to the Latin alphabet.

LANGUAGES AND COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD PEACE FLAG
Under each word for peace is the language it comes from.  When a word is not fully shown on the flag it is shown in full in parentheses.

Only the words for “peace” appear on the actual flag.

*

*

*

*

*



In the aftermath of 9-11 the US flag
became a symbol of unity and grief for many; for

others it became the symbol of US power and the
desire to avenge the horrendous attacks. Many 

others sought a symbol that was not nationalistic,
but conveyed a broader perspective – that world

peace with justice is possible and that it is an
absolute human right. Syracuse Cultural Workers

searched for such a symbol in flag form, and unable
to find it, created the World Peace Flag (WPF).

The WPF suggests that peacemaking is a
job for all the nations of the world, not just a pow-
erful few. It suggests that cooperation, understand-
ing and an appreciation of different perspectives are

the key components of peacemaking. The WPF
stands for the broad range of conditions that must
exist for peace to be achieved and maintained. In

the eloquent words of Martin Luther King, Jr.:
“True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it

is the presence of justice.”
The WPF also flies in support of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)
adopted by the United Nations in 1948. The 30

articles in the UDHR include economic, social, cul-
tural and political rights that, when universally

secured, would provide the best possible basis for
permanent world peace.

The World Peace Flag is an international
and universal symbol that expresses our shared long-

ing for peace. A peace dove flies over a circular repesentation of
the earth framed by eleven lines of text.

The word PEACE is fully or partially shown in 37 lan-
guages. Five of the languages, Arabic, Hebrew, Hindi,
Mandarin, and Russian/Cyrillic, are shown both in
their written form and transliterated to the Latin
alphabet.

There are fewer than 20 writing systems in the
world, about 100 written languages and over 5000
spoken languages, all of which has complicated lan-
guage representation on the WPF. The languages
were selected with these criteria:

■ recent areas of conflict (Arabic for Palestine,
Iraq and other Middle Eastern countries,
Hebrew for Israel, Pashto for Afghanistan) 

■ permanent members of the United Nations'
Security Council (China, England, France, Russia,
United States) 

■ representation from each continent
■ indigenous representation (Mayan, Inuit,

Hawaiian, Onondagan)
This informational leaflet (on reverse)  displays

the name of the language under each word. Partial
words are shown in full in parentheses. It also
matches languages with countries or peoples. In
some cases the name of the language, Japanese for
example, makes it clear which country speaks it. In
other cases, English for example, there are numerous
countries that speak it. And many countries continue

to have .more than one official language.
The WPF, like peace itself, is an intricate weave

that honors diversity and celebrates the world community. It speaks
the language of peace.

WPF SPECIFICATIONS
•The large and medium flags are made from

DuraMax 250 polyester, which combines
the durability and color fastness of poly-
ester with the opaque look of nylon.
Perhaps the best flag material made.

•The small is made from Pongee while the
stick is hardwood from Canada.

•Silkscreened and sewn by fair wage workers in
Canada.

•All flags are two-sided. The design shows
on each side.

•Packaged with an attractive label for retail
sales and an informational leaflet.

•©2002 Syracuse Cultural Workers.

TO ORDER
•Large (5x3’)  3034...$48  Three metal

grommets on 5’ length for flat display.
•Large (5x3’)  3031...$48  Two grommets

on 3’ length for pole display
•Medium (3x2’)  3032...$37
•Small – on stick (12x8”)  3033...$9.95
An informational leaflet comes with 
each flag.

ALSO AVAILABLE AS:
•Holiday Card: 5x7. C859CW...12/$10.95
Greeting inside card: Peace on Earth

•Postcard: 4x6. T869CW...12/$6.95
•Notecard: Blank, 5x7. C882CW...6/$6.95

SHIPPING AND HANDLING: 
Up to $25 add $4.95; $25-$75 add $6.95;
$75-$150 add $8.95; $150+ add $10.95.

Payment: Visa, MC, check payable to SCW.
Teachers: 15% discount on $100+ orders;

PO’s under $50 must be pre-paid.
Wholesale/fundraising:

Call Donna at x102.

TOOLS FOR CHANGE Catalog $1, free
with order. Phone, mail or fax your order.

THE WORLD PEACE FLAG
AN INTERNATIONAL AND UNIVERSAL SYMBOL THAT APPEALS FOR

PEACE IN 37 LANGUAGES

This leaflet is printed on REAL recycled paper containing postconsumer content.

SYRACUSE CULTURAL WORKERS

TOOLS FOR CHANGE
www.syrculturalworkers.org 

BOX 6367, SYRACUSE, NY, 13217 
315.474.1132
FREE FAX 877.265.5399
scw@syrculturalworkers.org

USES OF WORLD PEACE FLAG
1. Hang it at your home from a pole or flat using hooks

that close.
2. Carry it at marches on a pole and display it at rallies.

The WPF adds excitement, color and international soli-
darity to events.

3. Ask your mayor or village supervisor to fly the WPF
at city or village hall. Ask a representative to introduce
a resolution opposing pre-emptive war by the US.
Work to develop support for it. As of November 4,
2002 at least 14 US cities/towns including Syracuse,
NY, have adopted such a resolution.

4.Work with your school’s administration to declare a 

World Peace Day and have the raising of the WPF be a
central part of the event.

5. Talk to appropriate people at your workplace about
flying it.

6. Fly it at your union hall inside or out. Work to get
your national union leaders to endorse use of the
World Peace Flag.

7. Everywhere the US Flag appears, fly the World Peace
Flag. Let’s make it clear that the PEOPLE of the
United States– in spite of a government bent on war –
are peace-loving and just.

8.Arrange to have it hung, inside or out, at your place of
worship.
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World Peace Flag proudly flies from new SCW
building at 400 Lodi St. in Syracuse


