
“I am convinced that the world I envision and 
want to inhabit is possible. I believe that it 
exists already in fragments. This is a core 

belief and perhaps this is why I don’t despair.”

- Mariame Kaba, abolitionist, organizer, and educator

Portrait to the left by Laura Baran

This book belongs to:

School:

                                                                                                  Grade:

Editors  Thomas Nikundiwe, Education for Liberation Network  
       Carla Shalaby, University of Michigan
  Margaret Kavanagh, Education for Liberation Network  
  Gretchen Brion-Meisels, Harvard Graduate School of Education

Designer Shira Evergreen, www.shirari.com

Researchers
and Writers   

Damaris Altomerianos
Amber Bennett
Hayley Breden
Teresa Bunner
Nicole Cirino
Lizzie Fortin

Rita Hathaway
Mel Katz
Esther Kim
Kara Lawson
Ai Miller
Erika Mittag

Julie Sizer
Ann Van Etten-Janey
Kaya Waltzer
Ursula Wolfe-Rocca20

21
-2

2



2 3

Planning to Change the World is a plan book for educators who believe that young people can 
and already do create meaningful social change. It is produced by the Education for Liberation 
Network and is published in partnership with Rethinking Schools. All proceeds from sales of 
the book support these two organizations.
 
The information and ideas featured on these pages come from teachers, parents, young 
people, organizers, and activists who, like you, struggle daily to put their values into practice 
but recognize the urgency of doing so. Our hope is to support school-based, home-based, 
and community-based educators to translate their visions of a just education into concrete 
activities for and with young people. Planning to Change the World is packed with important 
social justice birthdays and historical events—especially those that often get left out of 
mainstream textbooks—as well as lesson plans and teaching resources, words of wisdom 
from visionary leaders, and more. This book also connects you to a national community of 
educators who are committed to teaching freedom, so you might feel less isolated in the work 
you do.
 
In this edition, as always, we include a special feature highlighting the work practicing 
teachers. This year’s feature—which would not have been possible without our incredible 
guest editor, Sarah Garton—describes an innovative new Ethnic Studies BIPOC Mentorship 
Network launched by our first-ever local chapter of the Education for Liberation Network 
(EdLib Minnesota). Our hope is that this feature supports readers to envision and imagine 
mentorship as multidirectional rather than two-way and top-down, and that you might use the 
feature to consider your own community-based mentorship program to counter the feelings of 
isolation associated with doing critical and radical work all alone in your school building.
 
We hope, as we do each year, that this edition of the plan book provides a small bit of support 
and inspiration for every day of your year, and that you can feel the love and energy we send 
through its pages. We recognize that while the work of teaching was deemed essential this 
past year, teachers were treated as essential workers but not as essential human beings who 
deserve the care, protection, gratitude, and compensation commensurate with their essential 
daily work. We see you, and we stand alongside you through the pages of this book. Please 
take good care of yourselves and each other, now and always.

In Love, Struggle, and Solidarity,
Thomas, Carla, Margaret and Gretchen

The Education for Liberation Network (www.edliberation.org) is a national coalition of 
teachers, community activists, researchers, youth and parents who believe a good education 
should teach people—particularly low-income youth and youth of color—to understand and 
challenge the injustices their communities face. The network provides a space for members to 
share knowledge and work together to create tools for liberatory education. By building alliances 
that cross the boundaries of geography, occupation, and age, we hope to nurture communities of 
thoughtful, socially-engaged people and to maximize the impact of their work

Education for Liberation Network would like to thank the following people for their vital 
assistance in creating this edition: Tracy Buenavista, Cati de los Rios, Ron Espiritu, Brian 
Lozenski, Natalia Ortiz, and Bree Picower.

D E D I C AT E D  T O

This year’s book is dedicated to John Lewis, one of the Founding Fathers of the American Civil 
Rights Movement. He joined the struggle at a very young age and quickly rose in the ranks of the 
movement’s icons to become a fearless warrior and trusted leader. Lewis was one of the original 
Freedom Riders – young people who risked their lives to end segregation in public transportation 
in the South. Dedicated to the notion of nonviolent protest, Lewis and the other Freedom Riders 
were assaulted and arrested countless times. He was elected Chairman of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and was one of the principal organizers of the historic March 
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom in 1963. At 23 years old, Lewis was the youngest speaker 
to address the gathered throng, giving a fiery speech that ruffled feathers, but established his 
legitimacy on the national stage. He later led the Selma to Montgomery March for Voting Rights, 
where he was severely beaten by police in an event that would go down in history as Bloody Sunday, 
a turning point in the struggle for civil rights for Black Americans. John Lewis often used the term 
“good trouble,” calling on young people to, “Get in good trouble, necessary trouble, and redeem 
the soul of America.” He believed that America would one day live up to its promise of “liberty and 
justice for all.” But he knew it wouldn’t happen without a fight – a battle he waged his entire adult 
life, first as an organizer and protester, and later as a congressman for 33 years. He fought for his 
“beloved community,” never giving up or giving in. We owe a debt of gratitude to John Lewis for his 
dedication to the cause, and so while we dedicate this edition of Planning to Change the World to 
him, we simultaneously lift and recognize the many overlooked women in the American Civil Rights 
Movement, several of whom are named and celebrated in this year’s edition, along with exceptional 
new teaching resources shining a light on their contributions.  
 
Finally, we also dedicate this year’s edition to the countless lesser-known freedom fighters lost to 
COVID and killed by our systems of policing and prison, who struggled humbly and mightily in their 
everyday work and actions across the globe, and who are dearly missed by their immediate and 
extended families and their own beloved communities.

       Facebook @justiceplanbook

      Twitter @EdLibPlanBook  

©2021 Education for Liberation Network

This year’s cover illustration is inspired by photos of Berkeley Forest School, which 
aims to “instigate a culture of active citizens to live in relationship with the land, and 
with awareness of our global community.” BerkeleyForestSchool.org



4 5

113

“I must remind you that 

starving a child is violence. 

Suppressing a culture is 

violence. Neglecting school 

children is violence. Punishing 

a mother and her family is 

violence. Discrimination 

against a working man is 

violence. Ghetto housing is 

violence. Ignoring medical 

need is violence. Contempt for 

poverty is violence.”

         - Coretta Scott King

THURSDAY 7

 10th anniversary of Cambridge 

Declaration on Consciousness

M / H / TR  p.126

FRIDAY 8

SATURDAY 9

Eid al-Adha begins at 

sunset 7/19 (Islam)

E  p.126

SUNDAY 10

  Do you believe that nonhuman animals are conscious beings 

and therefore deserve full protection from harm and abuse?

OCTOBER 2021

JANUARY 2022

APRIL 2022

AUGUST 2021

NOVEMBER 2021

FEBRUARY 2022

MAY 2022

SEPTEMBER 2021

DECEMBER 2021

MARCH 2022

First, a note about the dates featured in this book. There are so many events and people that could 
be included in a planner like this, we had to find a way to narrow the possibilities. So for this calendar, 
we chose significant anniversaries and birthdays, which generally means (with a few exceptions) 
anniversaries/birthdays that fall on the 10-year mark (e.g. 10th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina and 
the 120th anniversary of the Plessy v. Ferguson decision).
 
The weekly planning pages include
several special features:

Social justice birthdays
and historical events

Religious and 
federal holidays

Quote of the week 

Essential Question: 
A question you can use 
to start a discussion 
with your students 

This book has other important features: 
• Reproducible social justice awards for students (see pages 210-211)
• A list of organizations (page 212) through which you can meet teachers who share your 

concerns and access additional resources.
• “Teacher 2 Teacher” special feature: An Introduction to the Education for Liberation 

Minnesota’s Ethnic Studies BIPOC Mentorship Network (pages 56-59)

When you see these icons, turn 
to page 120, where you will 
find a list, organized by date, 
of online lesson plans, articles, 
videos and other resources that 
you can use to teach about that 
event or person. The resources 
are coded as follows:

    E Elementary school
    M Middle school  
    H High school 
   TR Teacher Resources

All of the resources included 
are also listed thematically 
beginning on page 176.

You can view all of the resources in 
this book online with live links at
www.ediberation.org/planbookresources

JUNE 2022 JULY 2022

S M T W T F S
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2021 2021

11/7 60th anniversary of the
         first openly gay person
         to run for public office

10/24 30th anniversary of the
          First National People of Color
          Environmental Leadership Conference8/21 190th anniversary of

         Nat Turner’s rebellion

9/11 20th anniversary of the
        9/11 terrorist attacks

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

SUNDAY           MONDAY          TUESDAY      WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY         FRIDAY           SATURDAY

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 1 2

SUNDAY           MONDAY          TUESDAY      WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY         FRIDAY           SATURDAY

26 27 28 29 30 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

SUNDAY           MONDAY          TUESDAY      WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY         FRIDAY           SATURDAY

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 23 25 26 27

28 29 30 1 2 3 4

SUNDAY           MONDAY          TUESDAY      WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY         FRIDAY           SATURDAY
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“We, the People, recognize 
that we have responsibilities 
as well as rights; that our 
destinies are bound together; 
that a freedom that only asks 
what’s in it for me, a freedom 
without a commitment to 
others, a freedom without 
love or charity or duty or 
patriotism, is unworthy of our 
founding ideals and those 
who died in their defense.”

    - Barack Obama

THURSDAY 5
40th anniversary of Air Traffic 
Controllers’ strike H / TR  p.120

FRIDAY 6
Hiroshima Day E / M / H   p.120

SATURDAY 7 SUNDAY 8MONDAY 2 WEDNESDAY 4
Barack Obama, 44th US President,
born (1961)  E / M   p.120
10th anniversary of the Environmental 
Justice Interagency Memorandum of 
Understanding (EJ MOU)  M / H   p.120

TUESDAY 3

  Where do you see examples of environmental racism 
in your community or communities around you?
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“This is really why I made 
my daughters learn to 
garden – they would always 
have a mother to love them, 
long after I am gone.”

 - Robin Wall Kimmerer, member of the
    Citizen Potawatomi Nation, professor,
    and author of Braiding Sweetgrass

THURSDAY 12
International Youth Day
E / M / H   p.120
140th anniversary of the founding 
of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of
America  H   p.121

FRIDAY 13
60th anniversary of the border closure 
between East and West Berlin H  p.121

SATURDAY 14 SUNDAY 15MONDAY 9
International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples E / M / H   p.120

WEDNESDAY 11TUESDAY 10
Muharram begins at sunset 8/10 (Islam)
E   p.120

  Why are Tribal Nations considered sovereign 
governments, and why does it matter?
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“I think that we need to 
recognize that there are as 
many genders as there are 
people in the world. And that 
even the word ‘man’ and the 
word ‘woman’ conceal more 
than they elucidate.”

 - Alok Vaid-Menon, gender non-conforming
    writer and performance artist

THURSDAY 19
230th anniversary of Benjamin 
Banneker’s challenging Thomas 
Jefferson’s support for slavery
E / H  p.121

FRIDAY 20 SATURDAY 21
190th anniversary 
of Nat Turner’s 
rebellion M / H  p.121

SUNDAY 22
10th anniversary 
of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Memorial 
opening to the 
public H / TR  p.121

MONDAY 16 WEDNESDAY 18
Amelia Boynton, civil rights activist, 
born (1911-2015) E / M / H   p.121
Carter Camp, Indigenous rights activist 
and AIM leader, born (1941-2013)
M / H / TR  p.121

TUESDAY 17

  What are some possible explanations for the fact that the role of women leaders 
during the Civil Rights movement has so often been minimized or overshadowed?
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“People ask me sometimes: 
When do you think it will be 
enough? When will there 
be enough women on the 
Court? And my answer is: 
When there are nine.”

   - Ruth Bader Ginsburg

THURSDAY 26
Women’s Equality Day M / H  p.122
50th anniversary of the First 
Women’s Equality Day M / H  p.122

FRIDAY 27 SATURDAY 28 SUNDAY 29
Krishna Janmashtami 
(Hinduism) E  p.122

MONDAY 23
International Day for the 
Remembrance of the Slave Trade 
and Its Abolition E / M / H  p.121

WEDNESDAY 25TUESDAY 24
10th anniversary of exposé of NYPD 
Islamophobic policing E / H / TR  p.122

  In which areas do you believe there is still the most work to do in 
achieving full equality for women in the US? What about globally?
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“We’re nothing
  without the Earth.”
  - Joelle Zgheib,
    Lebanese youth climate activist

THURSDAY 2 FRIDAY 3
120th anniversary of Alabama’s constitution 
mandating segregation M / H   p.123

SATURDAY 4 SUNDAY 5MONDAY 30 WEDNESDAY 1
80th anniversary of Nazi decree 
requiring Jews to wear yellow stars
E / M / H / TR  p.123
10th anniversary of Plan EJ 2014
M / H   p.123

TUESDAY 31
100th anniversary of the Battle of 
Blair Mountain E / M / H  p.122

 What are some of the strategies used to 
disenfranchise Black voters today?
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“Los jóvenes tienen el 
deber de defender su 
patria con las armas del 
conocimiento.”      

 - Pedro Albizu Campos,
    Puerto Rican
    Independence activist

THURSDAY 9
50th anniversary of the Attica 
Prison uprising H / TR  p.123

FRIDAY 10 SATURDAY 11
40th anniversary 
of Silver Spring 
monkey lab raid
E / M / H   p.124
20th anniversary 
of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks E / M / H / TR  

p.124

SUNDAY 12
Pedro Albizu 
Campos, 
Puerto Rican 
independence 
activist, born 
(1891-1965)
H / TR  p.124

MONDAY 6
Labor Day M / H / TR  p.126
Rosh Hashanah begins the evening of 
9/6/2021, ends 9/8/2021 (Judaism)
E   p.123

WEDNESDAY 8
International Literacy Day E / M / H  p.123

TUESDAY 7

  How and why 
is the label 
“terrorist” 
unevenly 
applied?
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“A dangerous book will always 
be in danger from those it 
threatens with the demand 
that they question their 
assumptions. They’d rather 
hang on to the assumptions 
and ban the book.”

            - Ursula K. Le Guin, writer

THURSDAY 16
Mexican Independence Day
TR  p.125

FRIDAY 17 SATURDAY 18
170th anniversary 
of Fort Defiance 
(AZ) M / H   p.125

SUNDAY 19
First Day of Banned 
Books Week E / M / H / 

TR  p.125
140th anniversary of 
Tuskegee Institute 

p.125

MONDAY 13
140th anniversary of Lewis 
Latimer’s first patent E / M   p.124

WEDNESDAY 15
First day of Hispanic Heritage Month
E / M / H   p.124
Yom Kippur begins at sunset on 9/15/2021 
and ends at sunset on 9/16/2021 
(Judaism) TR  p.125

TUESDAY 14
110th anniversary of the 
Congreso Mexicanista H  p.124

  In your 
opinion, is 
there ever an 
acceptable 
reason to ban 
a book?
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“I don’t want to die and leave 
a few sad songs and a hump 
in the ground as my only 
moment. I want to leave a 
world that is liberated from 
trash, pollution, racism, 
nation states, nation state 
wars and armies, from pomp, 
bigotry, parochialism, a 
thousand different brands 
of untruth, and licentious, 
usurious economics.”

 - George Jackson, Black Panther Party
    member, author, and activist

FRIDAY 24 SATURDAY 25
50th anniversary 
of the repeal of 
the Emergency 
Detention Act of 
1950 E / M   p.127
40th anniversary 
of swearing-in 
of Sandra Day 
O’Connor to 
Supreme Court
H  p.127

SUNDAY 26MONDAY 20
130th anniversary of the Cotton 
Pickers’ strike p.125
Henry Stephens Salt, animal rights 
and social reform activist, born 
(1851-1939) E   p.125
40th anniversary of Solidarity Day
TR  p.125
10th anniversary of repeal of “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” H   p.125
Arsham Parsi, LGBTQI+ activist, 
born (1981)  M / H  p.126

WEDNESDAY 22
World Car-Free Day E / M / H   p.126

TUESDAY 21
International Day of Peace
E / M / H / TR  p.126
First day of Sukkot begins at sunset 
9/21/2021, ends at sunset 9/27 (Judaism)
E  p.126
40th anniversary of Belize’s independence 
from Britain E   p.126
10th anniversary of the execution of Troy 
Davis H / TR  p.126

   In the places around the world where being queer is still considered a crime, what 
strategies do activists and organizers use in their struggle for LGBTQ+ liberation?

THURSDAY 23
George Jackson, Black Panther 
Party member, born (1941-1971)
H / TR  p.126
Amzie Moore, civil rights activist, 
born (1911-1982) M / H / TR  p.127
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“If collective access is 
revolutionary love without 
charity, how do we learn to love 
each other? How do we learn to 
do this love work of collective 
care that lifts us instead of 
abandons us, that grapples with 
all the deep ways in which care 
is complicated?”

  - Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha,
    queer disabled femme writer, organizer,
    performance artist, and educator

THURSDAY 30
30th anniversary of the military 
coup in Haiti M / H  p.127

FRIDAY 1
First day of Disability Employment 
Awareness Month E / M / H / TR  p.128
World Vegetarian Day/First Day of 
Vegetarian Awareness Month
M / H / TR  p.128
First day of LGBT History Month
E / M / H / TR  p.128
170th anniversary of the Jerry Rescue
E / M  p.128
Anfesia Shapsnikoff, Aleut leader and 
educator, born (1901-1973 E  p.128

SATURDAY 2 SUNDAY 3MONDAY 27
200th anniversary of Mexico’s 
independence from Spain E   p.127

WEDNESDAY 29TUESDAY 28
130th anniversary of Black 
longshoreman’s strike H / TR  p.127

  What are the environmental 
benefits of vegetarianism?



120 121

4  Barack Obama, 44th US President, 
born (1961). Obama was born in Hawaii 
to a White mother from Kansas and a 
Black father from Kenya. In law school, 
Obama became the first Black president 
of the Harvard Law Review. He later 
taught constitutional law at the University 
of Chicago. He went on to work as a 
community organizer, then won election 
to the Illinois State Senate and the US 
Senate. On November 4, 2008, Obama 
made history by becoming the first Black 
President of the United States.

Barack Obama: Son of Promise, Child 
of Hope, by Nikki Grimes. Even as a boy, 
Barack knew he wasn’t quite like anybody 
else, but through his journeys he found 
the ability to listen to Hope and become 
what he was meant to be: a bridge to bring 
people together. This is the moving story 
of our 44th President, told by Nikki Grimes 
and illustrated by Bryan Collier, both 
winners of the Coretta Scott King Award. 
(E) bit.ly/3laT3LD; printable educator’s 
guide: bit.ly/2ufyRkV

Of Thee I Sing: A Letter to My 
Daughters, by Barack Obama. In this 
tender, beautiful letter to his daughters, 
President Obama writes a moving tribute 
to 13 groundbreaking Americans and the 
ideals that have shaped our nation. (E, M) 
bit.ly/2EqAcq0
_______________________________

10th anniversary of the Environmental 
Justice Interagency Memorandum of 
Understanding (EJ MOU). The EJ MOU 
encapsulated agency responsibilities 
outlined in the 1994 Executive Order 
12898, “Federal Actions to Address 
Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations.” 
The EO directed Federal agencies to 
make environmental justice part of its 
mission and to work with other agencies on 
environmental justice issues as members 
of the EJ Interagency Working Group 
(IWG). The EJ MOU broadened the reach 
of the EJ IWG and formalized agency 
commitments to environmental justice.

Analyzing Environmental Justice, by 
Learning for Justice. This lesson helps 
students understand how pollution 
disproportionately affects people who are 
poor and members of racial and ethnic 

minorities. It also teaches them how to use 
a map to locate environmental injustice. 
(M, H) bit.ly/39AiJN6 
_______________________________

5 40th anniversary of Air Traffic 
Controllers’ strike. On August 3, almost 
13,000 air traffic controllers went on strike 
in response to stalled negotiations with 
the federal government over demands for 
increased pay and shortened workweeks. 
On August 5th, President Ronald Reagan 
fired 11,359 striking air-traffic controllers, 
arguing they violated his return-to-work 
order. This resulted in federal decertification 
of PATCO and barred striking employees 
from federal service for life.

1981 Strike Leaves Legacy for American 
Workers, by Kathleen Schalch for NPR. 
An informational article about the effects of 
the 1981 Air Traffic Controllers strike. Also 
includes a timeline of events related to 
the strike and “Voices from 1981,” a small 
collection of firsthand audio recordings.
(H, TR) n.pr/3wn6Kwf 
_______________________________

6 Hiroshima Day. This annual observance 
is held to remember the dropping of the 
first atomic bomb on the Japanese city of 
Hiroshima on August 6, 1945. 

Haiku and Hiroshima: Teaching About 
the Atomic Bomb, by Wayne Au. Lesson 
for high school students on the bombing 
of Hiroshima, using haiku and the film 
Barefoot Gen. (H) bit.ly/2SdYmL4

A Bowl Full of Peace: A True Story, by 
Caren Stelson. In this moving nonfiction 
picture book, award-winning author 
Caren Stelson tells the story of Sachiko 
Yasui’s experiences during and survival 
of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki, and 
brings her message of peace to a young 
audience. (E, M) carenstelson.com/books/ 
_______________________________

9 International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples. In 2010, the United 
Nations declared August 9 as the day 
in which Indigenous Peoples would be 
honored. The annual commemoration is 
intended to raise awareness of the 370 
million people worldwide whose traditions, 
cultures, and identities have been exploited 
and violated for centuries.

Standing with Standing Rock: A Role 
Play on the Dakota Access Pipeline, 
by Ursula Wolfe-Rocca, Bill Bigelow, 
and Andrew Duden. This role play helps 
students recognize the issues at stake in 
the historic struggle of the Standing Rock 
Sioux to block construction of the Dakota 
Access Pipeline. (E, M, H) bit.ly/2j9JkW3 
_______________________________

10 Muharram begins at sunset 8/10 
(Islam). Muharram is the beginning of the 
first lunar month of the Islamic calendar. 
It is often considered the second holiest 
month, after Ramadan.

My Name is Bilal, by Asma Mobin-Uddin. 
In this book, Bilal feels the need to hide his 
Muslim religion for fear he will be teased by 
other students. (E) bit.ly/2JvurtS

Salaam – A Muslim American Boy’s 
Story, by Trish Brown. This is a biography 
about a Muslim American boy named 
Imran, who likes to do the same things that 
most children his age enjoy. Not everyone 
understands what it means to be Muslim, 
and through his story, Imran shows that 
Muslims strive to be good people, just as 
those of other faiths do. (E) bit.ly/2C8BsOk 
_______________________________

12 International Youth Day. This UN 
holiday recognizes efforts of the world’s 
youth to change global society for the 
better and promotes ways to encourage 
their active involvement in making positive 
contributions to their communities.

Kids on the March: 15 Stories of 
Speaking Out, Protesting, and Fighting 
for Justice, by Michael Long. Long before 
they could vote, kids have spoken up, 
walked out, gone on strike, and marched 
for racial justice, climate protection, gun 
control, world peace, and more. Kids 
on the March tells the stories of these 
protests, from the March of the Mill 
Children, who walked out of factories in 
1903 for a shorter workweek, to 1951’s 
Strike for a Better School, which helped 
build the case for Brown v. Board of 
Education, to the 21st century’s most iconic 
movements, including March for Our Lives, 
the Climate Strike, and the Black Lives 
Matter protests reshaping our nation.
(E, M, H) bit.ly/2RtCjVb 

Key     E = Elementary School     M = Middle School     H = High School     TR = Teacher Resources

To see an online version of this
list with live links, visit:
www.edliberation.org/planbookresources

No Voice Too Small: Fourteen Young 
Americans Making History, edited by 
Lindsay Metcalf, Keila Dawson, and 
Jeanette Bradley. Mari Copeny demanded 
clean water in Flint. Jazz Jennings insisted, 
as a transgirl, on playing soccer with 
the girls’ team. From Viridiana Sanchez 
Santos’s quinceañera demonstration 
against anti-immigrant policy to Zach 
Wahls’s moving declaration that his two 
moms and he were a family like any other, 
No Voice Too Small celebrates the young 
people who know how to be the change 
they seek.  (E, M) bit.ly/3uM5TU9
_______________________________

140th anniversary of the founding of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America. The United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America is one of the largest trade unions 
in North America. Unlike most trade unions 
at the time, both Black and White workers 
were allowed to join from the beginning of 
the union.

Labor Unions and Working Conditions: 
United We Stand, a lesson plan by the 
Library of Congress. Students work with 
primary source documents from the Library 
of Congress online collections to study 
the working conditions of US laborers at 
the turn of the century and consider the 
question: “Was there a need for organized 
labor unions?” (H) bit.ly/3rISYRe 
_______________________________

13 60th anniversary of the border 
closure between East and West Berlin. 
Following World War II, Germany was 
divided into four zones. Technically, the 
Soviets controlled Berlin, but it was split 
into two parts. Desperate to leave Soviet-
controlled East Germany, millions of people 
escaped to the Western side. In August 
1961, East German soldiers began laying 
down barbed wire and bricks as a barrier 
between East Berlin and the democratic 
Western section of the city. Two days later, 
construction began on the Berlin Wall, 
which remained in place until 1989.

The Berlin Wall and Beyond: An Online 
High School Curriculum, by Sarah Tellier. 
With six units of lesson plans, activities, 
discussion questions, primary source 
documents, and analysis worksheets, this 
website offers the tools that educators need 
to teach their students about the Berlin Wall, 
post-World War II Europe, and the Cold War 
through interactive activities, videos, photos, 
and other media. (H) bit.ly/3wpHBRx 
_______________________________

18 Amelia Boynton, civil rights 
activist, born (1911-2015). Amelia 
Boynton was a civil rights pioneer from 
Alabama, who started her activism through 
voting rights campaigns and eventually 

became the first Black woman to run for 
Congress in Alabama. In 1965, Boynton 
helped organize and participated in the 
march from Selma to Montgomery, AL, 
which, because of the brutal attacks by 
police, came to be known as “Bloody 
Sunday.” She was awarded the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Medal of Freedom in 1990.

They Dared! by PBS. A collection of short 
videos (no more than 4 minutes) celebrating 
strong and determined Alabama women 
who dared to make a difference, including 
Amelia Boynton Robinson, Gwendolyn 
Patton, Hellen Keller, and more. (E, M, H) 
pbs.org/show/they-dared
_______________________________

Carter Camp, Indigenous rights activist 
and AIM leader, born (1941-2013). Camp 
was an American Indian Movement (AIM) 
activist, playing a leading role in the 1972 
Trail of Broken Treaties and later in the AIM 
caravan to Washington, DC, where “Red 
Power” advocates occupied the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs offices. In 1973, he helped 
lead the Wounded Knee (SD) occupation, 
which lasted 73 days and resulted in the 
deaths of two protesters. He later focused 
on the Keystone Pipeline for its negative 
impact on tribal lands.

Alcatraz Is Not an Island, by PBS. This 
PBS website provides lesson plans and 
resources for teaching about the American 
Indian Movement. (M, H) bit.ly/2dZjx4I 
_______________________________

19 230th anniversary of Benjamin 
Banneker’s challenging Thomas 
Jefferson’s support for slavery. Benjamin 
Banneker was a Black scientist, writer, 
and farmer who worked to invalidate the 
belief that White people were intellectually 
superior to Black people. In a public 
letter, he confronted Thomas Jefferson, 
Secretary of State at the time, about his pro-
slavery stance and how it contradicted the 
principles of freedom and equality espoused 
by the Declaration of Independence, which 
Jefferson co-authored.

Created Equal: How Benjamin Banneker 
Challenged Jefferson on Race and 
Freedom, by Facing History and Ourselves. 
A reading on Banneker’s challenge to 
Jefferson’s pro-slavery stance, with 
selections from both Banneker’s letter and 
Jefferson’s response. (H) bit.ly/2PxSsbv

Dear Benjamin Banneker, by Andrea 
Davis Pinkney and Brian Pinkney. 
Benjamin Banneker was born free 
when most Black people in the United 
States were still enslaved. It troubled 
him that not all Black people were 
free. An accomplished astronomer and 
mathematician, he decided to take a stand 
against slavery by writing to then-Secretary 

of State Thomas Jefferson. This is the story 
of their extraordinary correspondence. (E) 
bit.ly/3sKExgQ 
_______________________________

21 190th anniversary of Nat 
Turner’s rebellion. Nat Turner, an 
enslaved preacher, led a slave rebellion 
in Southampton, VA that killed about 55 
White slaveholders. Although fewer than 
60 people took part in the uprising, White 
mobs tortured and murdered hundreds of 
Black people. Southern states passed laws 
designed to suppress Black rebellion and 
censor abolitionists, putting an end to the 
emancipation movement in that region. 
Turner was captured and executed along 
with 16 of his followers.

Nat Turner, by Kyle Baker. This graphic 
novel depicts the evils of slavery in this 
moving and historically accurate story of 
Nat Turner’s slave rebellion. Told nearly 
wordlessly, every image resonates with 
the reader as the brutal story unfolds. 
(M, H) bit.ly/3vj6wpu; teaching guides at 
abramsbooks.com/resources 
_______________________________

22 10th anniversary of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Memorial opening to the public. 
Although open to the public on the 22nd, 
the memorial’s official dedication was 
scheduled for August 28, 2011, to coincide 
with the 48th anniversary of the March 
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. 
However, the ceremony was postponed until 
October because of Hurricane Irene. The 
memorial is located at 1964 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., a reference to the year the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 became law.

The Speech: The Story Behind Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s Dream, by 
Gary Younge. Younge brings to life the 
fascinating chronicle of King’s “I Have 
a Dream” speech and other events 
surrounding the March on Washington. The 
book is short, engaging, accessible and 
contains thoughtful analyses of race and 
racism in America in the 50 years since the 
march. (H, TR) bit.ly/19JfxW2 
_______________________________

23 International Day for the 
Remembrance of the Slave Trade and 
Its Abolition. In 1791, enslaved African 
people staged a revolt in current-day Haiti, 
demanding freedom and independence. 
This uprising was a turning point in human 
history and is marked by UNESCO as 
an official day to pay tribute to those 
who fought for freedom, and to inspire 
all peoples of the world to fight against 
servitude, racism, prejudice, racial 
discrimination, and social injustice.  
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Teaching Hard History: A Framework 
for Teaching American Slavery, by 
Learning for Justice. Most students 
leave high school without an adequate 
understanding of the role slavery played 
in the development of the United States 
or how its legacies still influence us today. 
To try to remedy this, Teaching Tolerance 
developed a comprehensive guide for 
teaching and learning this critical topic at 
the middle and high school levels. Includes 
primary sources, podcasts, webinars, and 
more. (M, H) bit.ly/2FUocgs

Born on the Water, by Nikole Hannah-
Jones and Renée Watson, the 1619 
Project. The 1619 Project’s lyrical picture 
book chronicles the consequences of 
slavery and the history of Black resistance 
in the United States. A young student 
receives a family tree assignment in 
school, but she can trace back only three 
generations. Grandma gathers the whole 
family, and the student learns that 400 
years ago, in 1619, their ancestors were 
stolen and brought to America by White 
slave traders. But before that, they had a 
home, a land, and a language. She learns 
how the people said to be born on the 
water survived. (E, M) bit.ly/2RyPhRJ 
_______________________________

24 10th anniversary of exposé of 
NYPD Islamophobic policing. The first 
in a series of damning exposés of the 
Islamophobic and illegal practices of the 
NYPD was published by the Associated 
Press. Among other outrageous acts, the 
AP found that hundreds of mosques and 
student groups were investigated and 
infiltrated with no evidence of wrongdoing. 
In addition, the CIA, which is prohibited 
from operating on US soil, helped set up 
many of these schemes. The series won 
a Pulitzer Prize and led to a congressional 
investigation.

Classroom Resources for Educating 
about Muslims, by teachingwhilemuslim.
org. A compilation of resources, lesson 
plans, and curriculum guides to help fill the 
gap in educating about the experiences 
and history of Muslims all over the world, 
and to combat Islamophobia in our schools 
and communities. (TR) bit.ly/2JitGo4

American Islamophobia: Understanding 
the Roots and Rise of Fear, by Khaled 
Beydoun. Using his unique lens as a 
critical race theorist and law professor, 
Khaled A. Beydoun captures the many 
ways in which law, policy, and official 
state rhetoric have fueled the frightening 
resurgence of Islamophobia in the United 
States. (H, TR) bit.ly/3fRy3Jx

Under My Hijab, by Hena Khan. With 
cheerful rhyming text and charming 
illustrations, this picture book provides a 
friendly introduction to hijabs for all readers 
and celebrates the many Muslim women 
and girls who choose to wear them. Free 
teacher’s guide at this site. (E) leeandlow.
com/books/under-my-hijab 
_______________________________

26 Women’s Equality Day. Established 
in 1971, the date commemorates the day 
the 19th Amendment to the US Constitution 
went into effect in 1920, giving American 
women full voting rights.

Women and Social Movements in 
the United States, 1600 to 2000. This 
Teacher’s Corner website offers more 
than 100 documents and lesson plans for 
teaching the role of women in American 
history. (M, H) bit.ly/bmuSYJ
_______________________________

50th anniversary of the First Women’s 
Equality Day. Established in 1971, the 
date commemorates the day the 19th 
Amendment went into effect, giving 
American women full voting rights in 
1920. On August 26, 1970, the National 
Organization for Women organized a 
Women’s Strike for Equality. The strike 
drew national attention to the Women’s 
movement. The following year, Bella Abzug 
introduced a bill designating August 26 as 
Women’s Equality Day.

Women’s Suffrage, by Justice for 
Education. Students will explore, using 
primary and secondary documents, how 
over a period of 75 years a movement 
of American women used nonviolent 
measures to persuade both federal and 
state governments to allow women to 
vote. In 1920, the 19th amendment to 
the Constitution was passed, securing 
women’s right to vote. (M, H) bit.
ly/2IOoO9c

Vanguard: How Black Women Broke 
Barriers, Won the Vote, and Insisted 
on Equality for All, by Martha Jones. In 
Vanguard, acclaimed historian Martha 
Jones offers a new history of African 
American women’s political lives in America. 
She recounts how they defied both racism 
and sexism to fight for the ballot, and how 
they wielded political power to secure the 
equality and dignity of all persons. From the 
earliest days of the republic to the passage 
of the 1965 Voting Rights Act and beyond, 
Jones excavates the lives and work of 
Black women--Maria Stewart, Frances Ellen 
Watkins Harper, Fannie Lou Hamer, and 
more--who were the vanguard of women’s 
rights, calling on America to realize its best 
ideals. (H) bit.ly/39JVwse 

_______________________________

29 Krishna Janmashtami (Hinduism). 
Krishna is believed to be the eighth 
incarnation of Vishnu. This Hindu 
celebration of Krishna’s birth is observed by 
fasting, praying and singing, dancing, and 
staying up until midnight to exchange gifts. 
In temples and homes, images of Krishna’s 
infancy are placed in swings and cradles.

The Fantastic Adventures of Krishna, by 
Demi. The Fantastic Adventures of Krishna 
tells the enchanting tale of the child 
Krishna, who is sent by the God Vishnu 
to aid humanity. Hidden among the poor 
cowherds, Krishna uses his miraculous 
powers to fight an evil demon king who 
has overthrown the peaceful kingdom of 
Mathura. The story of Krishna, dating to the 
8th century BCE, and forming an integral 
part of Hinduism, is beautifully brought to 
life by award-winning author and illustrator, 
Demi. (E) bit.ly/2VbP1ax 
_______________________________

31 100th anniversary of the Battle of 
Blair Mountain. More than 10,000 coal 
miners in West Virginia rose up against 
mining company owners over low wages 
and poor working conditions. Armed 
warfare erupted between mine workers 
and a force of 3,000 police, deputies, and 
local militiamen brought in by the anti-union 
county sheriff, in addition to state police 
and coal company security. Eventually, 
federal troops were called in to end one of 
the largest labor uprisings in US history.

Battle of Blair Mountain, by David Rovics. 
This song is about the biggest battle in the 
West Virginia Coal Mine War of 1920-1921. 
The site includes the lyrics, link to the 
audio, and a link to the book on which the 
song is based. (M, H) bit.ly/3eynOJm

Celebrate People’s History: The Poster 
Book of Resistance and Revolution, 2nd 
Edition, edited by Josh MacPhee. These 
posters pay tribute to the longstanding 
human legacy of revolution, creative 
activism, and grassroots organizing. In 
this book, contemporary artists imagine 
and interpret often overlooked events and 
figures in movements for racial justice, 
women’s rights, queer liberation, labor 
organizing, and environmental conservation. 
Includes a poster about the Battle of Blair 
Mountain. (E, M, H) bit.ly/3rXauSo

Little Libraries, Big Heroes, by Miranda 
Paul. The inspiring story of how the 
Little Free Library organization brings 
communities together through books, from 
founder Todd Bol’s first installation to the 
creation of more than 75,000 mini-libraries 
around the world. Includes an author’s note 
and bibliography. (E) bit.ly/3wUFeGQ

Feed Your Mind: A Story of August 
Wilson, by Jen Bryant. As a child, August 
Wilson, the two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning 
playwright, read soup can labels and 
cereal boxes. When his mother took him 
to the library, his whole world opened up. 
After facing intense prejudice at school 
from both students and some teachers, 
August dropped out. However, he 
continued reading and educating himself 
independently. Feed Your Mind is told in 
two acts, revealing how Wilson grew up 
to be one of the most influential American 
playwrights. The book includes an author’s 
note, a timeline of August Wilson’s life, a 
list of Wilson’s plays, and a bibliography. 
(M, H) bit.ly/3dWMlG8 
_______________________________

9 50th anniversary of the Attica Prison 
uprising. Inmates at the state prison in 
Attica, NY were frustrated with chronic 
overcrowding, censorship of letters, 
and deplorable and dehumanizing living 
conditions. In a spontaneous uprising, the 
inmates went on a rampage and were met 
with lethal force. 43 people died, including 
39 killed by the police and prison guards 
who fired indiscriminately into an area 
where hostages were being held. It was 
the deadliest prison uprising in US history.

We Do This ‘til We Free Us: Abolitionist 
Organizing and Transforming Justice, 
by Mariame Kaba.  In this collection of 
essays and interviews, Kaba reflects on the 
deep work of abolition and transformative 
political struggle. The book asks questions 
about justice beyond the punishment 
system, transforming how we deal with 
harm and accountability, and finding hope 
in collective struggle for abolition. (H, TR) 
bit.ly/3lfelaV; discussion guide at
bit.ly/3fDoUUK

Steps to End Prisons and Policing: A 
Mixtape on Transformative Justice, 
by the Just Practice Collaborative. This 
mixtape is an offering of nourishment and 
care to the abolitionist community. Learn 
from some of the people who have been 
practicing and thinking about and creating 
organizations around Transformative 
Justice over the last two decades. (H, TR) 
bit.ly/3vsjVLb

1 80th anniversary of Nazi decree 
requiring Jews to wear yellow stars. 
Singling out Jewish people as “others” 
wasn’t a new idea by the Nazis. It had 
been going on as far back as 807 CE. 
In the Nazi era, local jurisdictions began 
requiring Jews to wear emblems or badges 
to identify themselves. An official decree 
on September 1, 1941, required all Jews 
in Germany and occupied Poland to wear 
a yellow Star of David on their clothing. 
Failure to comply could result in beatings 
or death.

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
USHMM provides resources for students 
and educators. It includes samples of 
primary documents and suggested lessons 
and activities for students and teachers.
(E, M, H, TR) bit.ly/A0dotD
_______________________________

10th anniversary of Plan EJ 2014. Plan 
EJ 2014, named in recognition of the 
20th anniversary of President Clinton’s 
executive order 12898, was intended to 
integrate Environmental Justice into all EPA 
programs, policies, and activities. Clinton’s 
order had called on every federal agency to 
identify and address the disproportionately 
high adverse effects their programs, 
policies, and activities had on minority and 
low-income populations. It seems strange 
that it took them 20 years to get around to it, 
but maybe better late than never.

Cast Away: Poems for Our Time, by 
Naomi Shihab Nye. With poems about 
food wrappers, lost mittens, plastic 
straws, refugee children, trashy talk, the 
environment, connection, community, 
responsibility to the planet, politics, 
immigration, time, junk mail, trash 
collectors, garbage trucks, all that we 
carry and all that we discard, this is a 
rich, engaging, moving, and sometimes 
humorous collection for readers ages 12 to 
adult. (M, H) bit.ly/2PwZGwz 
_______________________________

3 120th anniversary of Alabama’s 
constitution mandating segregation. 
Alabama adopted a state constitution 
that was designed to disenfranchise 
Black voters. It also prohibited interracial 
marriages and mandated segregated 
schools. Because of that pesky 14th 
Amendment, it had to appear race-neutral, 
but in reality, registrars were trained to 
decrease Black registration. Although it has 
been amended, the constitution and a few of 
its discriminatory provisions are still in place.

Amend: The Fight for America. In this 
student-friendly Netflix series, Will Smith 
hosts an examination of the evolving, often 
lethal, fight for equal rights in America 
through the lens of the US Constitution’s 
14th Amendment.   (M, H) bit.ly/3qKZiHs 
_______________________________

6 Labor Day. Labor Day honors the social 
and economic achievements of American 
workers and pays tribute to the contributions 
workers have made to the strength, 
prosperity, and wellbeing of the country.

What Rights Do We Have? by Bill Bigelow 
and Norm Diamond. A teaching activity that 
provides teachers with five units centered 
around labor movements, history, and 
rights. (M, H, TR) bit.ly/1kaTKy8

The Five Basic Steps to Organizing 
a Union. Student-friendly step-by-step 
guide to starting a union from the United 
Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers 
of America’s website. (M, H, TR) bit.ly/
VVGMxk 
_______________________________

Rosh Hashanah begins the evening of 
9/6/2021, ends 9/8/2021 (Judaism). Rosh 
Hashanah is the Jewish New Year.

Apples and Pomegranates: A Rosh 
Hashanah Seder, by Rahel Musleah. This 
children’s book acts as a guideline 
for celebrating the Jewish New Year. 
Traditional foods and the sequence in 
which they are eaten are described. Each 
chapter includes the history of the food, 
an activity, recipes, and more. (E) bit.
ly/2ShDgLT 
_______________________________

8 International Literacy Day. 
International Literacy Day gives children and 
communities a chance to rediscover the joys 
of reading while raising awareness about 
those without access to formal education.

Freedom Libraries: The Untold Story of 
Libraries for African Americans in the 
South, by Mike Selby. Although illegal, 
racial segregation was strictly enforced in 
a number of American states, and public 
libraries were not immune. Numerous 
libraries were desegregated on paper only: 
there would be no cards given to African 
Americans, no books for them read, and no 
furniture for them to use. It was these exact 
conditions that helped create Freedom 
Libraries. More than 80 of these parallel 
libraries appeared in the Deep South, 
staffed by civil rights voter registration 
workers. (H) bit.ly/3se9QPV
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safer and more durable than the paper 
filament invented by Thomas Edison. The 
invention helped make electric lighting 
practical and affordable for the average 
household. Latimer also worked with 
Alexander Graham Bell on the design of 
the telephone.

Black Pioneers of Science and Invention, 
by Louis Haber. A readable, perceptive 
account of the lives of 14 gifted innovators 
who have played important roles in scientific 
and industrial progress. The achievements 
of Benjamin Banneker, Granville T. Woods, 
George Washington Carver, and others 
have made jobs easier, saved countless 
lives, and in many cases, altered the course 
of history. (E, M) bit.ly/2PORrf2

Black Women in Science: A Black 
History Book for Kids, by Kimberly Brown 
Pellum. Fifteen powerful stories of fearless 
female scientists who advanced their 
STEM fields and fought to build a legacy. 
(E, M) bit.ly/3rJKg55 
_______________________________

14 110th anniversary of the Congreso 
Mexicanista. El Primer Congreso 
Mexicanista met in Laredo, TX to address 
social, economic, and education issues 
affecting Mexicans and Mexican Americans. 
This convention aimed to discuss and 
formulate solutions to labor exploitation, 
segregation, economic disparities, and 
lynchings perpetrated by Anglo Texans 
against Mexicans and Mexican Americans. 
The convention was attended by hundreds 
of journalists, community activists, and 
citizens from Mexico and across Texas, 
forming the largest Mexican American civil 
rights forum of the time.

Sept. 14, 1911: El Primer Congreso 
Mexicanista Convenes in Laredo, by the 
Zinn Education Project. A short description 
of the first Mexicanist Congress meeting, 
along with related resources for teaching 
and learning. (H) www.zinnedproject.org/
news/tdih/jovita-idar

Revolutionary Women of Texas and 
Mexico: Portraits of Soldaderas, Saints, 
and Subversives, edited by Ellen Riojas 
Clark, Kathy Sosa, and Jennifer Speed. 
This anthology embraces an expansive 
definition of the word revolutionary 
by looking at female role models and 
subversives from the last century and who 
stood up for their visions and ideals and 
continue to stand for them today. Eighteen 
portraits provide readers with a glimpse 
into each figure’s life and place in history. 
(H) bit.ly/31DS51I 
_______________________________

15 First day of Hispanic Heritage 
Month. Hispanic Heritage Month begins 
on September 15, the anniversary of 

Attica Prison Uprising 101 - A Short 
Primer, by Mariame Kaba. This publication 
about the Attica Prison uprising of 1971 is 
not intended to be a curriculum guide, but a 
brief primer for educators and organizers. It 
includes a timeline of events (with primary 
sources); testimonies from Attica prisoners; 
poetry by Attica prisoners; sample activities 
for youth; and other suggested resources. 
(H, TR) bit.ly/3sZrIOT 
_______________________________

11 40th anniversary of Silver Spring 
monkey lab raid. An undercover worker 
from the animal-rights group People for 
the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) 
alerted police to cruel treatment of 
monkeys at a research lab in Silver Spring, 
MD. The lab’s raid led to a groundbreaking 
investigation resulting in important 
additions to the Animal Welfare Act and 
growing public scrutiny of the abuse that 
animals endure in experimentation.

TeachKind Materials, from PETA. PETA 
offers FREE classroom kits at both the 
primary and secondary levels that include 
comic books, informational leaflets and 
magazines on Humane Education topics, 
as well as sticker sheets and other 
materials. (E, M, H) bit.ly/2H49QM4
_______________________________

20th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks. Two hijacked planes crashed 
into the World Trade Center in NYC, one 
into the Pentagon, and one into a field in 
Pennsylvania, killing nearly 3,000 people, 
including more than 400 first responders. 
In response to the attacks, the US 
government started a war in Afghanistan 
that continues today, and enacted 
measures that infringe on civil liberties in 
the name of security. There has also been 
a dramatic increase in hate crimes toward 
Muslims and anyone appearing to be of 
Middle Eastern descent.

Teaching Elementary Students in Times 
of Crisis, by Marieke van Woerkom 
for Morningside Center for Social 
Responsibility.  Written in 2021, this blog 
post provides some basic guidelines for 
opening up discussion on difficult issues 
with your elementary and middle school 
students. (E, TR) bit.ly/3cthnV7

Teaching on Days After: Dialogue 
& Resources for Educating Toward 
Justice, initiated by Alyssa Haley Dunn.  
This Facebook group is a space for 
progressive educators to share resources 
and support for teaching on “days after” 
major historical events. (TR) bit.ly/3cv9nTB

Countering Islamophobia, by Learning 
for Justice. This lesson helps students 
explore, confront, and deconstruct 
stereotypes targeted at Muslims. Students 

will learn about the impact of Islamophobia 
and create an anti-Islamophobia campaign 
to display in school. (H) bit.ly/2R8ggDc

Resources for Students and Teachers 
from the 9/11 Memorial & Museum. Links 
to virtual school programs and field trips, 
lesson plans, and other teaching materials 
about the events of 9/11 and how the 
attacks continue to impact our lives. (E, M, 
H, TR) 911memorial.org/learn/students-
and-teachers

A Few Books about 9/11, a blog post by 
Pernille Ripp. From a practicing classroom 
teacher, a collection of recommended 
books for use with younger students about 
September 11, 2001. (E, M) bit.ly/3wng2bB

We Too Sing America: South Asian, 
Arab, Muslim, and Sikh Immigrants 
Shape Our Multiracial Future, by Deepa 
Iyer. Renowned activist Deepa Iyer asks 
whether hate crimes should be considered 
domestic terrorism and explores the role 
of the state in perpetuating racism through 
detentions, national registration programs, 
police profiling, and constant surveillance. 
Reframing the discussion of race in 
America, she addresses the complexity 
and diversity of the South Asian community 
and provides ideas from the front lines of 
post-9/11 America. (H) bit.ly/1KtM1pM 
_______________________________

12 Pedro Albizu Campos, Puerto 
Rican independence activist, born 
(1891-1965). Campos was known as 
a powerful orator who condemned 
US imperialism and promoted Puerto 
Rican independence. He criticized the 
enslavement of Puerto Ricans to US 
economic and political interests, including 
tax breaks given to US corporations, 
compulsory military service for Puerto 
Ricans, and the despotism the US 
employed. He called for racial and national 
pride, emphasizing the importance of 
bravery and valor and the power of the 
human will over tyrannical military might.

War Against All Puerto Ricans: 
Revolution and Terror in America’s 
Colony, by Nelson A. Denis. The website 
for this book includes a historical overview 
of Puerto Rico’s struggle for independence, 
and a wealth of related resources, 
including video clips and other multimedia. 
Includes a section on Albizu Campos. (H, 
TR) bit.ly/2lOJDVL 
_______________________________

13 140th anniversary of Lewis 
Latimer’s first patent. Latimer, a self-
taught Black inventor, worked with 
Hiram Maxim at U.S. Electric Lighting 
Company. While working there in 1881, 
Latimer patented a carbon filament for 
the incandescent lightbulb, which was 

local law enforcement often rounded up 
the workers on vagrancy charges and 
forced them to work off their fines on select 
plantations. By the time a White mob put 
down the strike, at least 15 Black men and 
one White man had been killed.
_______________________________

Henry Stephens Salt, animal rights 
and social reform activist, born (1851-
1939). Salt was an English writer, socialist, 
pacifist, naturalist, and ethical vegetarian 
whose book, Animals’ Rights: Considered 
in Relation to Social Progress, influenced 
Mahatma Gandhi’s study of vegetarianism 
and offered early and explicit concepts of 
animal rights.

Teaching Youth About Veganism, 
by Whitney Blomquist, The Vegetarian 
Resource Group. A brief lesson plan, 
resources and handouts, activities, and 
related PowerPoint slides to teach kids the 
basics of vegetarianism and veganism. (E) 
bit.ly/3nPFanw
_______________________________

40th anniversary of Solidarity Day. 
An estimated 400,000 people gathered 
in Washington, DC to protest President 
Reagan’s budget cuts, tax policies, and his 
firing of air traffic controllers. The theme 
of “Jobs and Justice” acted as a point 
of solidarity among the AFL-CIO, other 
labor unions, civil rights groups, women’s 
groups, and peace movements. Organizers 
were partly inspired by the Polish Solidarity 
movement, which was organized around 
workers’ rights and social reform.

Teach Films with a Conscience, by 
Zinn Education Project. An annotated list 
of vetted films to support teaching and 
learning of social justice and critical political 
issues. The films are organized by themes, 
including Black Lives Matter, Colonialism, 
Criminal Justice, Labor Organizing, and 
many more. (TR) zinnedproject.org/
materials/films-with-a-conscience
_______________________________

10th anniversary of repeal of “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell”. In 1994, the US adopted the 
discriminatory “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy 
for gay, lesbian, and bisexual people serving 
in the military. The Clinton administration 
seemed to think this was a reasonable 
compromise, though it prevented these 
service members from living their authentic 
lives while serving. By 2011, the tide of 
public opinion had turned, however, and 
President Obama rescinded the policy, 
enabling openly gay, lesbian, and bisexual 
service members to remain in the military.

On “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”: Debating a 
Proposed Repeal, by Sarah Kavanagh 
and Holly Epstein Ojalvo for the Learning 
Network, NYTimes. From their description: 

independence for five Latin American 
countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua.

Harvest of Empire: A History of Latinos 
in America, by Juan Gonzalez. Featuring 
family portraits of immigrants, as well as 
accounts of the events and conditions 
that compelled them to leave their 
homelands, this book is for anyone wishing 
to understand the history and legacy of 
this increasingly influential group. (H) bit.
ly/3dxD2Mi

Dreams from Many Rivers: A Hispanic 
History of the United States Told in 
Poems, by Margarita Engle. From Juana 
Briones and Juan Ponce de León, to 
18th century slaves and modern-day 6th 
graders, the many and varied people 
depicted in this moving narrative speak 
to the experiences and contributions of 
Latinos throughout the history of the United 
States, from the earliest known stories up 
to present day. It’s a portrait of a great, 
enormously varied, and enduring heritage. 
(E, M, H) bit.ly/3dhGw73
_______________________________

Yom Kippur begins at sunset on 
9/15/2021 and ends at sunset on 
9/16/2021 (Judaism). Yom Kippur (the 
Day of Atonement) is one of two Jewish 
High Holy Days. It falls 10 days after Rosh 
Hashanah, the first High Holy Day.

Holiday Inclusion Guide, by Tanenbaum. A 
planning sheet for educators to think ahead 
about how to include diverse holidays in the 
classroom. (TR) bit.ly/2s3t4uS 

Rethinking Holidays in Schools, a blog 
post by Alex Shevrin Venet. Reflection 
questions for educators that support 
schools in making intentional decisions 
about how to mark and celebrate holidays 
in classrooms. (TR) bit.ly/2PlSvaz 
_______________________________

16 Mexican Independence Day. 
Otherwise known as El Grito, on this 
day Mexicans celebrate Mexico’s 
independence from Spain.

El Grito: A Lesson Plan, by Patricia 
Schwarz. In this elementary-middle school 
lesson plan, students read a book written 
by students (El Grito) to learn the story of 
Mexico’s fight for independence. Vocabulary 
activities, extension activities, links to 
build background information, and other 
resources are included. (TR) bit.ly/1cNPPpp  
_______________________________

18 170th anniversary of Fort Defiance 
(AZ). Fort Defiance was established to 
create a military presence in Diné bikéyah 
(Navajo territory). Fort Defiance was built 
on valuable grazing land that the federal 

government then prohibited the Navajo 
from using. As a result, there was intense 
and ongoing fighting between the Diné and 
the US military.

Everything You Wanted to Know About 
Indians but Were Afraid to Ask: Young 
Readers Edition, by Anton Treuer. From 
the acclaimed Ojibwe author and professor 
Anton Treuer comes an essential book of 
questions and answers for Native and non-
Native young readers alike. This expanded 
edition includes a new section on social 
activism. (M, H) bit.ly/31IlJTu 
_______________________________

19 First Day of Banned Books Week. 
Banned Books Week was launched in 
1982 in response to a sudden surge in the 
number of challenges to books in schools, 
bookstores, and libraries. More than 
11,300 books have been challenged since 
1982, according to the American Library 
Association.

Dear Banned Author, by the American 
Library Association’s Office for Intellectual 
Freedom. During Banned Books Week, 
readers are encouraged to write to their 
favorite banned or challenged authors, 
sharing what their stories meant to them. 
(E, M, H) bit.ly/2SsnG0d

Celebrating the Freedom to Read, 
by the Banned Books Week Coalition. 
Information and resources, including links 
to videos, related to increasing awareness 
of the annual celebration of the freedom 
to read, and the movement against book 
censorship. (TR) bit.ly/2Sm6s4x
_______________________________

140th anniversary of Tuskegee Institute. 
In a bid to secure the Black vote in his race 
for re-election to the Alabama Senate, W.F. 
Foster agreed to get funding for a school 
for Black people. Legislation passed for 
the establishment of the “Negro Normal 
School of Tuskegee” with an appropriation of 
$2,000. Booker T. Washington was recruited 
as the Principal and only teacher. The school 
that began as a one-room shanty with 30 
students has become a 3,000-student 
university on a sprawling campus.

A Teacher’s Guide to The Souls of Black 
Folk, by Penguin USA. Several units 
of lesson plans ranging from DuBois’s 
disagreements with Booker T. Washington 
to Jim Crow, to Emancipation and its 
aftermath. bit.ly/2mh3ajn 
_______________________________

20 130th anniversary of the Cotton 
Pickers’ strike. The strike was an attempt 
by Black sharecroppers to increase wages 
for picking cotton. At the time, many White 
landowners conspired to keep wages 
miserably low for their Black workers, and 
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Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults): 
A True Story of the Fight for Justice, by 
Bryan Stevenson. Stevenson’s story is one 
of working to protect basic human rights 
for the most vulnerable people in American 
society – the  poor, the wrongly convicted, 
and those whose lives have been marked by 
discrimination and marginalization. Through 
this adaptation, young people will find 
themselves called to action and compassion 
in the pursuit of justice. (H) bit.ly/3sO6kg7 
_______________________________

22 World Car-Free Day. Each year, 
people around the world organize events 
to showcase alternatives to the automobile. 
The day was created in 2000 by Car 
Busters.

A People’s Curriculum for the Earth: 
Teaching Climate Change and the 
Environmental Crisis, edited by Bill 
Bigelow and Tim Swinehart, Rethinking 
Schools. This book features some of the 
best articles from Rethinking Schools 
magazine, along with classroom-friendly 
readings on climate change, energy, 
water, food, and pollution, as well as on 
people who are working to improve the 
environment. (E, M, H) bit.ly/1VKElav

Buried Sunlight: How Fossil Fuels 
Have Changed the Earth, by Molly 
Bang and Penny Chisholm. Using simple 
language and breathtaking paintings, Bang 
and Chisholm present a clear, concise 
explanation of the fossil fuel energy cycle 
that began with the sun and now runs most 
of our transportation and energy use in our 
world. Readers will be mesmerized by this 
engaging fourth book in the award-winning 
Sunlight Series by Bang and Chisholm.
(E, M) bit.ly/3ucdDia 
_______________________________

23 George Jackson, Black Panther 
Party member, born (1941-1971). At the 
age of 18, Jackson was sentenced to an 
indeterminate sentence of one year to life 
for stealing $70 from a gas station. While 
in prison, he became a communist and a 
member of the Black Panther Party. His 
book, Soledad Brother, is a collection of 
letters Jackson wrote while in prison. He 
was later accused of killing a prison guard. 
Three days before he was to go on trial, 
he was shot and killed by prison guards, 
which triggered riots in other prisons.

Soledad Brother: The Prison Letters of 
George Jackson. A collection of Jackson’s 
letters from prison, Soledad Brother is a 
categorical condemnation of the racism of 
White America and a powerful appraisal 
of the prison system that eventually took 
his life but failed to break his spirit. (H) bit.
ly/3qNNsfn

Should gays and lesbians be allowed 
to serve openly in the military? What 
issues are at stake in this issue? In this 
lesson, students consider the law and the 
arguments for and against repealing it, 
then engage in a “structured academic 
controversy” about whether or not the 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy should be 
repealed. (H) nyti.ms/3rMXXQT
_______________________________

Arsham Parsi, LGBTQI+ activist, born 
(1981). Parsi is an Iranian LGBTQ human 
rights activist living in exile in Canada 
after being forced to flee Iran where being 
gay is a crime punishable by death. He 
is the founder and Executive Director 
of the International Railroad for Queer 
Refugees, which helps queer Iranians 
with asylum applications, housing, and 
financial assistance. It also files petitions to 
governments on behalf of Iranian LGBTQ 
persons facing deportation back to Iran 
where they face a possible death sentence.

Am I Wrong to Love? by the UN Refugee 
Agency. A photo essay exhibit and collection 
featuring portraits and first-person stories 
of LGBTQI refugees and asylum seekers 
from around the world who are now living in 
Canada. (M, H) bit.ly/2PP2Mf6

The Power of Love: Meet the LGBTQI 
Refugees Finding Love Beyond 
Borders, by the UN Refugee Agency. 
Photos and stories of LGBTQI people 
finding and making home in new countries 
after forced displacement because of 
discrimination. (M, H) bit.ly/3oxa5VZ 
_______________________________

21 International Day of Peace. 
Initiated in 1981, the UN International Day 
of Peace is an annual commemoration 
aimed at encouraging all people to play a 
part in building a peace culture worldwide. 
Communities across the globe organize 
their own observances designed to bring 
people together for world peace.

Peace Tools for Teachers. This page on 
the peaceCENTER website offers a variety 
of peace teaching resources, including 
lessons, activities, dates, and quotes – all 
designed with teachers in mind. (E, M, H, 
TR) bit.ly/2HmWQSp

Painting for Peace: A Coloring Book 
for All Ages, by Carol Swartout Klein and 
Robert O’Neil. A journalist and marketing 
professional by training, Carol Swartout 
Klein grew up in Ferguson, MO, and was so 
inspired by witnessing the spirit of hundreds 
of volunteers coming together to bring hope 
to a community in shock that she wanted to 
capture the story and the art for posterity. 
Painting for Peace is a coloring book that 
helps begin conversations with children and 
inspires adults. (E) bit.ly/3cIZHGw

_______________________________

First day of Sukkot begins at sunset 
9/21/2021, ends at sunset 9/27 
(Judaism). Sukkot is a 7-day harvest 
holiday that commemorates the 40-year 
period during which the Jews wandered 
the desert.

The Very Crowded Sukkah, by Leslie 
Kimmelman and Bob McMahon. This 
children’s book tells the story of a family 
celebrating Sukkot by building a sukkah 
(a temporary hut) outdoors. When the 
weather doesn’t cooperate, the family 
makes a decision about the celebration 
that includes some surprising guests. (E) 
bit.ly/2rZHvQR
_______________________________

40th anniversary of Belize’s 
independence from Britain. A British 
Crown Colony since 1862, Belize was 
declared an independent nation on 
September 21, 1981. Though other 
Caribbean nations became independent in 
the early 1960s, Belize remained a British 
colony because Guatemala claimed a large 
part of Belize. After many years of diplomatic 
wrangling, made more difficult because the 
US took Guatemala’s side, the small island 
nation finally got its independence.

The Night the Moon Fell: A Maya 
Myth, by Pat Mora. A whoosh from her 
grandfather’s blowgun causes Luna, 
the moon, to tumble from the sky and 
fall to pieces in the dark ocean. To save 
herself, she enlists the help of little fish to 
glue her back together. At last she rises, 
beautiful and round again, taking her new 
friends with her to create the Milky Way. 
Pat Mora and artist Domi have taken the 
traditional Mopan Maya (Belize) myth in 
which the moon is a young weaver and the 
Milky Way a fish and transformed it into a 
magical story of friendship and imagination. 
(E) bit.ly/3dt4xqn
_______________________________

10th anniversary of the execution of 
Troy Davis. 42-year-old Black man, Troy 
Davis, was sentenced to death in 1989 
for the fatal shooting of Mark McPhail, a 
White off-duty police officer. Despite new 
evidence proving Mr. Davis’s innocence, 
Georgia’s Board of Pardons and Paroles 
refused to grant him clemency, and he was 
executed the day after his hearing.

Death Penalty: What Is It? What Do 
We Think About It? by Marieke van 
Woerkom. This lesson was created in 
2011 right after Troy Davis was executed.  
Still relevant today, the lesson involves 
studying Troy Davis’s case and exploring 
different perspectives and facts about the 
death penalty. Resources include facts, 
readings, video links, and more. (H, TR) 
bit.ly/3cpIEb7

It’s a Mystery – White Workers Against 
Black Workers, by Bill Bigelow and Norm 
Diamond. Teachers are provided with a unit 
plan depicting the history and social factors 
that contributed to the racial tensions 
between workers in the 1920s. (H, TR) bit.
ly/1mFmfZV 
_______________________________

30 30th anniversary of the military 
coup in Haiti. The military coup put an end 
to the government of Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
Haiti’s first democratically-elected president, 
only nine months after he took office. 
Aristide’s election in December 1990, after 
nearly 30 years of dictatorship under “Papa 
Doc” and “Baby Doc” Duvalier, had brought 
hope to Haitians with promises of social, 
political, and economic improvements 
and an end to human rights abuses. The 
coup was strongly condemned by the 
international community.

Teaching About Haiti, by Teaching for 
Change. This page provides resources, 
lessons, and a link to an extensive booklist 
with insights into Haiti’s strong history of 
resistance and serves as a critical tool in 
helping students gain an understanding of 
current issues. (M, H) bit.ly/5ONMaQ

The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the 
Revolution, by Stanley Nelson. The first 
feature-length documentary to explore the 
Black Panther Party, its significance to 
the broader American culture, its cultural 
and political awakening for Black people, 
and the painful lessons wrought when a 
movement is derailed. Guide for educators 
included. (H, TR) pbs.org/1oI7BE6; bit.
ly/1ooi5Zk 
_______________________________

Amzie Moore, civil rights activist, born 
(1911-1982). Moore was a prominent figure 
in the Mississippi Civil Rights movement 
and voter registration campaign. He 
headed a local chapter of the NAACP 
and co-founded the Regional Council of 
Negro Leadership. Moore persuaded Bob 
Moses, a SNCC leader, to focus on voter 
registration rather than the usual sit-ins 
and other direct-action protests. He was 
instrumental in SNCC’s recruiting campaign 
in Mississippi, and his grassroots strategies 
helped SNCC launch a major voter 
registration drive during Freedom Summer.

SNCC Digital Gateway, by the SNCC 
Legacy Project and the Duke Center for 
Documentary Studies. The SNCC Digital 
Gateway documentary website provides 
profiles, stories, a timeline, map, and 
much more about the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee. This is an 
invaluable classroom resource on the 
voting rights struggle and the overall fight 
for human rights and democracy in the 
United States. (M, H, TR) bit.ly/2FKYfmM 
_______________________________

25 50th anniversary of the repeal of 
the Emergency Detention Act of 1950. 
The Japanese American Citizens League 
won its fight to repeal the Emergency 
Detention Act of 1950, which gave the 
government authority to detain suspected 
subversives without due process. Although 
the law was very personal to the JACL, 
they weren’t its only opponents. Passed 
during the McCarthy era and vetoed by 
President Truman, it was designed to root 
out communists and was constitutionally 
problematic, both for the issues raised by 
the JACL and for glaring First Amendment 
violations.

Fish for Jimmy: Inspired by One 
Family’s Experience in a Japanese 
American Internment Camp, by Katie 
Yamasaki. With the family forced to leave 
their home and go to an internment camp, 
Jimmy loses his appetite. Older brother 
Taro takes matters into his own hands and, 
night after night, sneaks out of the camp 
and catches fresh fish for Jimmy to help 
make him strong again. This affecting tale 
of courage and love is an adaptation of 
the author’s true family story and includes 
a letter to readers with more information 

about the historical background and 
inspiration. (E, M) bit.ly/3mgFwTB
_______________________________

40th anniversary of swearing-in of 
Sandra Day O’Connor to Supreme 
Court. Sandra Day O’Connor was 
nominated by President Ronald Reagan 
to serve on the Supreme Court. Her 
appointment was unanimously approved 
by the Senate. Justice O’Connor was the 
first woman to serve on the highest court 
in the land. O’Connor, a conservative, 
had a record in which she sided with the 
other conservatives on the court on most 
cases, but mostly upheld women’s rights to 
choose in the matter of abortion.

First: Sandra Day O’Connor, by Evan 
Thomas. A vivid and personal portrait of 
the life of Sandra Day O’Connor, the first 
woman to serve on the United States 
Supreme Court. (H) bit.ly/3cLpOMR 
_______________________________

27 200th anniversary of Mexico’s 
independence from Spain. The Mexican 
War of Independence, a revolutionary civil 
war, was fought over 14 years. The Treaty 
of Cordoba on August 24, 1821, officially 
ended Spanish rule in the territory. But it 
wasn’t that straightforward. The road to 
independence was circuitous, involving 
mixed loyalties, upheavals in Spain, 
disagreements among the colonized 
Mexicans and among the Spanish military. 
Spain would later make attempts at 
recolonizing Mexico. Mexico finally became 
a republic in 1824.

Napí, by Antonio Ramirez. Napí is a young 
Mazateca girl who lives with her family in 
a little village on the bank of a river in the 
state of Oaxaca, Mexico. Each afternoon 
the family sits beneath the shade of a huge 
ceiba tree and listens to the grandfather’s 
stories. As Napí listens dreamily, the 
afternoons take on different colors in her 
imagination. The ceiba tree sends Napí 
dreams every night, and in her favorite 
one, she becomes a heron, gliding freely 
along the river. Spanish language edition 
available. (E) amzn.to/39Ek6KV 
_______________________________

28 130th anniversary of Black 
longshoreman’s strike. 1,500 Black 
longshoremen walked off their jobs in 
Savannah, GA, demanding higher wages, 
guarantees of receiving the overtime 
pay they were due, and recognition of 
their union. The strike was well planned 
and orderly. A war chest of $5,000 had 
been accumulated, and a public relations 
blitz garnered full support from the Black 
community. Eventually, the companies 
brought in White scabs to replace 
the strikers, and the strike, ultimately 
unsuccessful, was called off after five days.


